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CONPIDENTIAL HONG KONG 8068 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREP, PINT, VN, CH 

SUBJECT: ORGANIZED ETHNIC CHINESE BOAT ESCAPES FROM SRV TO 
HONG KONG 

1. REFUGEE BOAT WITH 131 ETHNIC CHINESE ARRIVED HONG KONG ON 
JUNE 23. THIS IS THIRD LARGE ETHNIC CHINESE ARRIVAL PROM 
VIETNAM THIS YEAR, PREVIOUS BEING 175 ON JUNE 7 AND 134 ON 
JUNE 17. 

2. WE INTERVIEWED THE GROUP OP 175 REFUGEES AND OBTAINED 
POLLOWING DETAILS. MANY WERE RESIDENTS OP DANANG, BUT OTHERS 
WERE PROM DIFPERENT COMMUNITIES INCLUDING CHOLON AND HAIPHONG. 
ESCAPE WAS ORGANIZED BY SINO- VIETNAMESE DANANG RESIDENT WHO 
APPARENTLY IS KNOWN AMONG CHINESE COMMUNITIES. THE GROUP 
PAID ORGANIZER TOTAL OF 800 TO 1,000 TAELS OP GOLD APPROXIMATELY 
$200,000 TO ORGANIZE TRIP. THE REGUEES SAIL PROM DANANG, BUT 

TWO DAYS LATER ENGINE BRKE DOWN AND BOAT DRIFTED POR ONE WEEK. A 
VIETNAMESE PISHING BOAT STOPPED TO ASSIST AND TOWED 
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REFUGEE BOAT BACK TO DANANG. TWO WEEKS LATER SAME 
GROUP OP 175 SAILED PROM DANANG, BUT THIS TIME 
ESCORTED BY TWO SRV GUNBOATS TO ASSURE SALE DEPARTURE. 

3. WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO INTERVIEW GROUP OF 134 IN 
ANY DEPTH, BUT PRELIMINARY INPORMATION IS THEIR TRIP 
WAS ORGANIZED BY ANOTHER SINO- VIETNAMESE, A RELATIVE 
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OF ORGANIZER METNIONED ABOVE. THIS GROUP ALSO PAID 
GOLD EOR ESCAPE FROM VIETNAM. 

4. IT SEEMS CLEAR FROM INTERIVEWS THAT AT LEAST SOME BOAT 
ESCAPES HAVE BECOME BUSINESS VENTURE AND THAT SRV 
OEFICIALS IN DANANG ARE INVOLVED. SRV GOVT MAY BE 
AWARE OF THIS, BUT CHOOSES TO IGNORE IT EOR VARIOS 
REASONS, INCLUDING LARGE AMOUNT OE GOLD WHICH CAN BE 
SQUEEZED FROM ETHNIC CHINESE. IT THIS IS SO, WE CAN 
EXPECT MORE LARGE GROUPS OP ETHNIC CHINESE TO ARRIVE 
IN HONG KONG THIS SUMMER. SHOESMITH 
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